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State  of  California, 
Department  of  the  State  Library, 
Sacramento,  Cal.,  June*  30,  1912. 

To  his  Excellency,  Hiram  W.  Johnson, 

Governor  of  California. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Biennial  Report  of  the  State 
Librarian  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30,  1912. 

By  order  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Trustees. 

ALLEN  B.  LEMMON,  President. 
BRADNER  W.  LEE,  Trustee. 
CHARLES  S.  GREENE,  Trustee. 
R.  M.  RICHARDSON,  Trustee. 
A.  H.  HEWITT,  Trustee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Library  Trustees  of  the  California  Stair 
Library. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  covering  the 
transactions  of  the  State  Library  for  the  sixty-second  and  sixty-third 


fiscal  years,  ending  June  30,  1912: 

FINANCES. 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1910   $7,187  71 

Amount  received  during  sixty-second  and  sixty-third  fiscal  years   102,514  04 

Total    $109,701  75 

Expenditures  during  sixty-second  and  sixty-third  fiscal  years-.:   106,173  97 

Balance    $3,527  78 

THE    FUND   REDUCED.  > 


During  the  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  1911,  a  bill  was 
introduced  and  passed  both  houses  without  opposition  giving  the  State 
Library  an  increase  in  its  monthly  fund  from  $5,000  to  $7,500.  The 
bill  went  to  the  Governor,  who  permitted  it  to  die,  because  he  feared 
that  the  new  tax  system,  resulting  upon  the  adoption  of  article  XIII, 
section  14  of  the  Constitution,  wrould  not  produce  funds  sufficient  for 
the  State 's  needs.  Meanwhile,  during  the  same  session,  a  bill  amending 
section  409  of  the  Political  Code,  fixing  the  fees  to  be  charged  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  was  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approved  by  the 
Governor.  At  the  end  of  this  section  is  a  provision  setting  aside  a 
certain  sum  per  month  for  the  maintenance  of  the  State  Library. 
Through  some  oversight  the  sum  named  was  $3,500,  or  the  amount 
received  by  the  library  prior  to  the  increase  to  $5,000  in  1909.  After 
the  approval  of  the  bill  amending  section  409,  the  Political  Code  in  one 
place  named  $3,500  per  month  as  the  librae  fund  and  in  another 
$5,000.  The  question  as  to  which  should  prevail  was  decided  by  the 
Attorney  General  upon  the  ground  that  the  section  providing  $3,500 
was  the  more  recent  enactment  and  hence  must  rule. 

The  cut  came  at  a  time  when  the  library  was  doing  the  best  work  if  ' 
has  ever  done.  New  fields  had  been  entered  upon,  and  it  was  plain 
that  the  institution  could  make  itself  felt  for  great  good  in  the  State. 
The  decrease  made  it  necessary  to  dismiss  one  third  of  the  staff,  all  of 
whom  fortunately  secured  good  positions  elsewhere.  The  traveling 
libraries  which  since  1903  had  been  going  to  the  remote  and  inaccessible 
parts  of  the  State  had  to  be  called  in.  The  greatest  inconvenience, 
however,  was  felt  in  the  matter  of  book  purchases:  since  June,  1911, 
practically  no  books  have  been  bought,  except  continuations  to  law 
reports.    Requests  for  new  books  which  had  before  been  filled  without 
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delay  have  since  the  above  named  date  been  filed  until  funds'  may  be 
found.    The  binding  of  complete  volumes  of  periodicals,  of  court 
records,  and  the  rebinding  of  used  books  is  at  a  standstill;  and  the  I 
accumulations  of  unbound  material  make  work  in  the  Library  slow  and 
difficult.   In  every  phase  of  its  activity  the  Library  has  been  retarded. 

STAFF. 

James  L.  Gillis,  Librarian. 

.Milton  J.   Ferguson,  Assistant  Librarian   and  in  charge  of  Law 
Department. 

Miss  Laura  Steffens,  Second  Assistant  Librarian  and  Editor  of  "News 

Notes  of  California  Libraries." 
Miss  Margaret   Eastman,  Chief  Deputy  and  in  charge  of  Order 

Department. 
Miss  Susan  T.  Smith,  Reference  Librarian. 
Miss  Eudora  Garoutte,  Head  of  California  Department. 
Miss  Alice  J.  Haines,  Head  of  Documents  Department. 
Miss  Ida  G.  Munson,  Head  of  Catalog  Department. 
Miss  Mabel  R.  Gillis,  Head  of  Books  for  the  Blind  Department. 
Miss  Harriet  G.  Eddy,  County  Library  Organizer. 
Mrs.  Annie  L.  Blanchard,  Shelf  Lister. 
Miss  Annie  Lowry,  in  charge  of  Periodicals  and  Binding. 
Miss  Edith  C.  Lawrence,  Assistant. 
Miss  Julia  Steffa,  Assistant. 

Miss  Anna  Creaner,  Assistant  in  California  Department. 

Miss  Mary  V.  Provines,  Assistant  in  Documents  Department. 

Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Haines,  Loan  Desk  Assistant. 

Miss  Jennie  May  Brown,  Assistant. 

Miss  Edith  M.  Richardson,  Assistant. 

Miss  Daisy  F.  Montfort,  Assistant. 

Miss  Lola  Norris.  Assistant. 

Wm.  H.  Lugg,  Shipping  Clerk  and  Cameragraph  Operator. 
Elmer  J.  Walther,  Bookkeeper  and  Assistant  in  Law  Department. 
Miss  Gladys  M.  Kidd,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Nellie  L.  Hill,  Stenographer. 
Russell  Tracy,  Messenger. 
James  Snook,  Messenger. 
Lloyd  Smith,  Messenger. 
J.  L.  Foss,  Janitor. 

The  following  persons  have  been  employed  by  the  Library  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report,  but  for  various  reasons  quit  the  service.  i 
Those  marked  °  were  only  temporarily  employed;  those  marked  1  left 
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the  service  of  the  Library  when  the  cut  in  the  fund  made  reductions 
necessary : 

"Miss  Winifred  H.  Bigley,  Cataloger. 

Robert  A.  Campbell,  Head  of  Legislative  and  Municipal  Reference 

Department. 
"Miss  Vera  M.  Cleghorn,  Assistant. 
"Miss  Helen  L.  Coffin,  Assistant. 
"Miss  Agnes  S.  Craig,  Assistant. 
xMiss  Emma  DeMerritt,  Book  Repairer. 

"S.  W.  Downey,  Assistant  in  Law  and  Documents  Departments. 
"Miss  Lucile  F.  Fargo,  Assistant. 
xEverett  J.  Farley,  Assistant  Shipping  Clerk. 
"Miss  Chrystal  Fox,  Assistant. 
xRobert  A.  Gageby,  Multicolor  Press  Operator. 
Charles  Gaylord,  Messenger. 

"Miss  Anne  Hadden,  Assistant  in  Reference  Department. 
"Miss  Bessie  Herrman,  Library  Organizer. 

Miss  Stella  Huntington,  Reviser  in  Catalog  Department. 
xMrs.  Sarah  A.  Hutchinson,  General  Assistant. 

Louis  C.  Knell,  Janitor. 

Miss  Bertha  Kumli,  Library  Organizer. 
xMiss  Mary  M.  Lemmon,  Assistant. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Madison,  Assistant. 

xMiss  Winifred  B.  Merrill,  Assistant  in  Legislative  and  Municipal 
Reference  Department. 

George  Myrick,  Messenger. 

Miss  May  C.  Nerney,  Assistant. 
"Miss  Janet  H.  Nunn,  Assistant. 
xMiss  Estella  E.  Phillips,  Assistant. 

Kenneth  Poole,  Shelf  Curator. 

Miss  Cornelia  D.  Provines,  Assistant  in  Catalog  Department. 
Eugene  Root,  Messenger. 

xMiss  Jean  Ross,  Assistant  in  Reference  Department. 

Miss  Mary  L.  Sutliff,  Head  of  Catalog  Department. 

Miss  Cora  White,  Assistant  in  Catalog  Department. 
xMiss  Florence  Whyte,  Cataloger. 
xMiss  Laura  A.  Williamson,  Assistant. 

BOOKS. 

A  tabulated  statement  showing  the  number  of  books  in  the  Library 
June  30,  1912,  and  the  number  added  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report  will  be  found  under  appendix  D.  For  reasons  explained  under 
the  heading,  "The  Library  Fund,"  the  increase  in  the  number  of  books 
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added  has  been  disappointingly  low.  During  the  last  half  of  this 
biennial  period  we  have  had  constantly  to  inform  users  of  the  Library 
that  we  were  unable,  because  of  an  insufficient  book  fund,  to  purchase 
new  books  of  a  permanent  character  such  as  they  were  accustomed  to 
find  on  the  shelves.  After  the  continuations  of  reports,  etc.,  for  the 
haw  Department  are  paid  for  only  a  small  sum  each  month  is  left  for 
the  purchase  of  additions  to  the  general  collection.  As  a  consequence 
the  Library  is  almost  hopelessly  behind  in  the  purchase  of  solid  refer- 
ence works,  which  the  libraries  and  readers  of  the  entire  State  have 
been  obtaining  from  the  State  Library. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  use  of  the  Law  Department  has  continued  to  increase  as  the 
extent  of  our  collection  and  the  fact  that  it  is  open  to  the  citizens  of 
the  whole  State  becomes  more  widely  known.  The  strength  of  the 
department  ha.s  not  been  kept  up  to  the  height  desired,  because  of  our 
inability  to  purchase  the  best  texts,  etc.,  published  in  England  and 
other  English-speaking  countries;  while  our  additions  in  books  in 
foreign  languages  have  practically  been  nothing. 

Work  on  the  index  to  Supreme  and  Appellate  Court  records  has  been 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  our  reduced  force  would  permit.  About 
one  half  of  the  task  has  been  completed.  The  need  of  the  index  in  book 
form  increases  as  the  file  of  records  grows. 

Since  the  preceding  biennial  report  the  Library,  through  the  courtesy 
of  Mr.  F.  D.  Monckton,  clerk  of  the  court,  has  been  put  on  the  list  of 
those  receiving  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  transcripts  and 
briefs  for  the  Ninth  Circuit.  None  of  these  records  has  as  yet  been 
bound ;  the  files  at  the  present  time  will  make  over  200  volumes,  each 
about  four  inches  thick.  These  records,  together  with  400  volumes  of 
Supreme  and  Appellate  records  to  be  bound,  should  all  be  bound  at 
once ;  in  order  that  they  may  be  properly  indexed,  thus  insuring  their 
ready  use,  and  furthermore  to  prevent  any  record  from  becoming  lost 
or  misplaced,  as  may  easily  happen  in  a  collection  numbering  several 
thousand  pieces.  The  files  of  records  increase  very  rapidly,  and  our 
facilities  for  handling  the  unbound  pieces  are  already  seriously  taxed. 

In  addition  to  the  new  binding,  which  the  Law  Department  needs, 
there  are  several  hundred  volumes  of  reports,  magazines,  and  textbooks, 
which,  from  hard  wear  or  from  the  deterioration  of  the  leather  in  which 
they  were  bound,  should  be  repaired  or  rebound.  We  no  longer  use 
Leather  in  binding;  but  for  law  and  other  heavy  volumes,  buckram  has 
been  substituted. 

"California  Laws  of  Interest  to  Women  and  Children,"  a  book  of 
184  pages,  has  been  compiled  by  the  Law  Department,  at  the  request 
of  the  Federated  Women's  Clubs.    There  is  a  demand  for  other  com- 
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pilations  which  would  give  the  people  of  the  State  information  not 
now  readily  obtainable,  but  the  Library  is  unable  to  undertake  either 
the  compiling  or  the  printing  of  them. 

DOCUMENTS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  greater  convenience  and  economy  the  Legislative  and  Municipal 
Reference  Department  has  been  consolidated  with  the  Documents 
Department,  and  both  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  latter.  The 
department  is  located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  building,  where  it  is 
conveniently  accessible  to  the  public  generally,  but  especially  so  to 
members  of  the  legislature.  The  quarters  which  the  old  Legislative 
Reference  Department  had  in  the  small  room  off  the  Law  Department 
were  entirely  inadequate;  and,  furthermore,  this  space  was  badly 
needed  by  the  Law  Department,  which  is  becoming  very  much  crowded. 
The  Documents  collection  was  formerly  housed  in  the  basement,  where 
the  books  were  hard  to  get  at,  and  wrere  in  danger  from  mildew.  By 
bringing  the  whole  collection  to  the  second  floor,  where,  for  the  present 
at  least,  there  is  adequate  shelf  room  and  work  space,  the  time  of  the 
staff  will  be  conserved  and  the  public  much  more  promptly  served. 
The  balcony  which  formerly  ran  only  part  way  around  the  room  has 
been  continued  entirely  around. 

The  work  which  has  been  done  by  the  Legislative  Reference  Depart- 
ment will  be  carried  on  as  heretofore.  Not  only  will  there  be  no  abate- 
ment in  our  effort  to  handle  this  sort  of  reference  work,  but  under  the 
reorganization  it  will  be  possible  to  take  care  of  all  demands  in  a  way 
not  possible  under  the  old  plan.  And  while  the  plan  of  making  up 
special  collections  of  material  will  be  adhered  to7  no  attempt  will  now 
be  made  to  duplicate  what  the  Library  already  contains  in  other  and 
readily  accessible  form.  During  the  legislative  session,  or  at  other 
times  when  special  demands  are  made  upon  us,  practically  the  whole 
staff  will  be  detailed  to  assist  in  getting  information  together  and 
meeting  calls  for  assistance.  Hitherto  little  use  has  been  made  of  the 
many  library  aids  in  the  way  of  book  and  periodical  indexes,  but  an 
attempt  was  made  to  gather  clippings,  bind  them  in  covers,  classify 
and  catalog  them  for  instant  use.  This  plan  has  its  commendable 
features,  but  involves  an  amount  of  work  out  of  proportion  to  the 
results.  We  are  confident  that  we  will  be  able  to  meet  all  the  needs 
of  the  case,  under  the  rearrangement,  and  eliminate  many  of  the  old 
disadvantages. 

The  matter  of  bill  drafting  is  something  that  the  State  Library  has 
not  attempted  to  handle.  It  is  obvious  that  our  present  fund  will  not 
permit  us  to  employ  attorneys  skilled  in  this  sort  of  work.  Further- 
more, we  believe  that  the  plan  adopted  by  New  York,  where  the  drafts- 
men are  employed  by  the  legislature  itself,  will  be  found  far  more 
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satisfactory  than  to  have  them  on  the  Library  staff.  The  legislature 
must,  of  course,  be  responsible  for  all  laws  passed ;  hence  work  of  such 
vital  importance  as  bill  drafting  should  be  immediately  under  legisla- 
tive direction.  The  Library  would  cooperate  in  every  way,  as  hereto- 
fore, in  the  preparation  of  information,  both  for  the  draftsmen  and  for 
the  members  of  the  legislature.  In  New  York,  where  this  plan  has  been 
in  force  since  1909,  the  cost  per  session  is  about  $12,400.00  for  draftsmen 
and  incidental  expenses ;  and  payments  from  this  fund  are  made  on  the 
certificates  of  the  temporary  president  of  the  senate  and  of  the  speaker 
of  the  assemby. 

Emphasis  is  being  placed  on  municipal  matters,  and  reports  from 
cities  are  being  systematically  collected.  Especially  is  the  subject  of 
commission  government  of  cities  being  followed  with  care.  Official 
publications  are  of  course  supplemented  by  comment  in  books  and 
magazines ;  the  latter  have  been  purchased  to  the  fullest  extent  possible 
under  our  reduced  fund. 

During  the  past  few  months  our  collections  of  state  compilations  of 
laws  on  various  subjects  have  been  gone  over  with  extreme  care.  We 
find  that  many  state  publications  which  ought  to  have  been  received  as 
regular  exchanges  have  not  been  received;  these  we  are  requesting. 
The  whole  collection  is  being  put  into  the  most  usable  condition. 

All  library  reports,  bulletins,  plans,  etc.,  are  now  shelved  in  the 
Documents  Department. 

EXTENSION  DEPARTMENT. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  State  Library  Trustees, 
October  7,  1911,  the  Extension  Department  was  abolished;  and  the 
Books  for  the  Blind  Division  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  department. 
The  traveling  libraries,  of  which  no  sets  had  gone  out  since  the  preced- 
ing June  10th,  were  called  in  and  stored.  Since  that  time  the  books 
have  been  segregated  and  are  now  being  loaned  in  large  collections, 
through  the  Reference  Department,  to  county  free  libraries.  Certain 
of  these  books  which  were  not  found  in  the  main  collection  of  the 
Library  have  been  added  thereto. 

BOOKS    FOR    THE    BLIND  DEPARTMENT. 

On  October  7,  1911,  the  Books  for  the  Blind  Department  was  raised 
from  a  rank  of  a  division  of  the  Extension  Department.  Reading 
matter  is  furnished  to  all  the  blind  people  of  the  State  who  can  be 
reached,  and  also  to  the  partially  blind  and  to  those  who  have  weak 
eyes.  Books  and  magazines  in  five  different  types  are  loaned  to  those 
who  can  already  read;  and  instruction  books  and  alphabets  to  those 
who  wish  to  learn  to  read.  As  far  as  funds  will  permit,  books  requested 
but  not  in  the  Library  are  bought.    The  department  is  also  making  a 
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collection  of  writing  appliances  and  games;  among  the  latter  are  play- 
ing cards  in  American  Braille,  New  York  Point  and  Moon,  checkers 
with  indented  squares,  dominoes  with  raised  pips,  authors  in  American 
Braille,  and  a  cut-np  puzzle.  The  collection  is  considered  as  one  of 
samples  to  be  loaned  so  that  the  blind  may  try  them  before  buying; 
the  demand  for  them,  and  especially  for  the  writing  appliances,  has 
greatly  increased  during  the  past  two  years.  Information  of  all  kinds 
is  given,  such  as  occupations  for  the  blind,  places  where  trades  are 
taught,  etc. 

Many  gifts  have  been  received  during  the  two  years,  from  blind 
borrowers,  private  individuals  and  institutions  and  societies  for  the 
blind.  And  while  some  of  the  books  and  magazines  are  duplicates,  we 
are  able  to  use  them  to  advantage. 

The  expense  of  printing  books  for  the  blind  must  largely  be  borne 
by  private  subscription  or  by  institutions  engaged  in  the  work  for  the 
blind.  So  far  the  California  State  Library  has  done  nothing  to  further 
the  printing  of  embossed  books,  except  purchase  of  copies  for  our  own 
use.  The  New  York  State  Library  appropriates  $2,000  per  year  for 
this  purpose;  and  we  feel  that  it  is  desirable  for  this  Library  to  assist. 

The  first  blind  books  were  sent  out  by  the  Library  seven  years  ago; 
since  that  time  they  have  constantly  and  increasingly  been  in  demand. 
Many  of  the  older  works  have  become  worn  and  should  be  replaced 
with  fresh  copies.  Some  of  the  most  popular  books  ought  to  be  dupli- 
cated, for  with  only  one  copy  readers  are  often  compelled  to  wait 
months  for  a  particular  book  wanted.  Good  use  could  also  be  made  of 
the  additional  writing  appliances  which  would  readily  find  borrowers. 
And  in  order  to  make  the  books  more  easily  available  to  readers,  more 
frequent  publication  of  finding  lists  should  be  made.  The  last  list  was 
issued  in  April,  1910 ;  and  while  additions  have  been  noted  quarterly 
in  News  Notes,  the  blind  have  some  difficulty  in  finding  out  what  books 
are  available.  It  is  not  planned  to  issue  the  list  in  embossed  type,  for 
in  that  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  it  printed  in  three  different, 
types  and  the  expense  would  be  too  great. 

The  accessions  of  the  department  now  number  2,422,  an  increase  of 
1,092  over  the  last  report.  New  York  Point,  American  Braille,  Euro- 
pean Braille,  Boston  Line  Letter*  and  Moon  are  the  types  represented. 
We  have  music  in  New  York  Point,  American  Braille,  European  Braille 
and  Moon  types.  The  total  number  of  borrowers  is  511,  a  gain  of  145 
in  two  years.  Ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  loans,  an  increase 
of  3,30*8,  were  made  from  July  1,  1910,  to  June  30,  1912. 
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CALIFORNIA  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  noted  in  the  preceding  report  has  been  continued ;  and  our 
information  concerning  California  artists,  authors,  musicians,  pioneers 
and  early  settlers  is  now  much  richer  and  fuller  than  ever  before.  We 
have  over  300  reproductions  of  the  works  of  California  artists  and  have 
recently  been  fortunate  in  acquiring  several  original  oil  paintings.  An 
oil  portrait  of  Governor  Pio  Pico  was  given  by  his  niece,  Mrs.  George 
A.  Johnson,  of  Los  Angeles.  And  a  painting  of  Sutter's  Fort,  made  in 
1874  by  Manuel  Valencia  from  an  original  drawing  by  his  father  in 
1846,  was  given  by  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine  E.  Allen,  of  Sacramento. 

About  3,000  original  documents,  mostly  commercial  account  books, 
diaries,  etc.,  have  been  added  by  purchase  and  donation. 

The  newspaper  index  has  been  thoroughly  revised.  The  cooperative 
index  to  California  magazines  is  progressing;  to  date  about  13,000 
author  cards  made  by  the  cooperative  libraries  have  been  received,  and 
about  8,000  subject  cards  have  been  made  by  the  department. 

While  many  volumes  of  newspapers  have  been  added,  the  department 
is  seriously  handicapped  by  our  inability  to  bind  them.  Lack  of  funds 
also  interferes  in  another  direction  with  the  work  of  preserving  Cali- 
forniana;  our  purchase  of  old  newspapers  and  other  material,  which 
must  be  secured  within  the  next  few  years  or  lost  forever,  is  at  a 
standstill.  If  advantage  be  not  taken  of  the  opportunities  to  buy,  we 
will  soon  find  that  the  old  collections  which  have  lain  hidden  in  garret 
and  storeroom  are  gone  out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  owners,  and 
may  be  bought  only  at  the  greatly  advanced  prices  demanded  by  book- 
sellers. 

The  department  has  been  of  service  to  many  persons  whose  natural- 
ization papers  have  been  lost,  either  in  the  San  Francisco  fire  or  else- 
where. We  are  able,  in  most  cases,  to  trace  such  persons  by  means  of 
great  registers  of  voters,  and  to  assist  them  in  getting  their  naturaliza- 
tion papers  reissued. 

Our  collection  of  maps,  largely  California,  numbering  about  500, 
exclusive  of  U.  S.  Geological  sheets  and  folios,  has  been  extensively 
used.  An  increase  should  be  made  in  the  purchases  of  maps,  however, 
in  order  that  the  collection  may  be  kept  strictly  up  to  date. 

The  department  has  finished  mounting  its  very  interesting  collection 
of  early  California  lithographs  and  wood  cuts.  Many  of  the  prints  are 
exceedingly  rare  and  are  generally  printed  on  blue  or  white  letter  paper 
of  quarto  size.  The  scenes  represented  are  views  of  mining  camps  and 
towns,  fires,  executions,  celebrations,  and  other  incidents,  characters 
and  events  of  current  interest.  The  work  of  Charles  Nahl  is  well  repre- 
sented. 
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REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  this  department  continues  to  be  carried  on  largely 
through  correspondence,  though  the  use  made  by  persons  resident  in 
and  about  Sacramento  and  by  persons  coming  to  Sacramento  for  that 
purpose  is  always  increasing.  The  loans  to  out-of-town  borrowers  have 
grown  rapidly  with  the  extension  of  the  county  library  system.  And 
the  ideal  plan  of  a  library  covering  the  whole  State  is  well  within  the 
realm  of  probability.  Transportation  charges  are  still  a  drawback,  and 
the  funds  of  the  Library  have  been  so  reduced  that  only  charges  to 
county  libraries  could  be  prepaid.  During  the  past  year,  especially, 
the  department  has  worked  at  a  disadvantage  because  new  books  of  a 
permanent  character  could  not  be  purchased  to  meet  the  demands  for 
them.  Since  the  withdrawal  of  the  traveling  libraries,  the  books  have 
been  unboxed,  put  on  shelves,  and  are  now  being  lent  through  the 
Reference  Department  in  large  lots  to  county  libraries. 

During  this  biennial  period  the  Library  has  acquired  a  cameragraph, 
the  use  of  which  has  been  found  to  be  of  great  convenience  to  all 
departments.  It  enables  us  to  copy  a  printed  page  very  quickly  and 
very  cheaply;  it  furnishes  the  persons  wanting  the  information  an 
absolutely  accurate  copy,  and  it  relieves  the  borrower  or  the  Library 
of  the  expense  of  shipping  a  book  and  the  book  itself  of  the  wear  and 
tear  incident  to  shipment.  The  machine  is  also  a  success  in  copying 
line  drawings,  maps,  and  plans. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT. 

The  lines  of  work  indicated  in  previous  reports  have  been  continued 
with  some  interruption,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Mary  L. 
Sutliff,  chief  of  the  department,  and  several  assistants,  all  of  whom 
accepted  positions  elsewhere. 

The  work  of  cataloging  the  current  accessions  has  taken  the  greater 
portion  of  the  time  of  those  employed  in  the  department.  The  entire 
collection  of  books  on  history  and  travel  has  been  recataloged,  also  a 
large  number  of  English  periodicals.  The  books  on  sociology  are  now 
in  process  of  recataloging,  the  first  three  divisions  having  been  com- 
pleted at  the  present  time.  A  duplicate  author  card  for  all  books  on 
sociology  is  being  made  for  the  Commonwealth  Club  Library  of  San 
Francisco. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  46,598  cards,  representing 
23,304  volumes,  were  added  to  the  catalog. 

ORDER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Order  Department  of  the  Library  is  run  on  the  most  approved 
principles  of  business  efficiency.  We  believe  that  no  library  is  now 
securing  more  advantageous  prices  on  its  purchases  than  we  are. 
Opportunity  is  taken  to  .secure  books  wanted  from  remainder  dealers 
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and  second-hand  bookstores.  For  the  money  spent  we  are  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  results. 

BRANCHES   OF   THE   STATE  LIBRARY. 

The  matter  of  establishing  branches  of  the  State  Library  at  San 
Francisco  and  at  Los  Angeles  remains  in  much  the  same  state  as  that 
indicated  in  the  preceding  report.  The  demand  still  exists;  and  the 
need  of  the  branches  is  being  urged  by  various  organizations  of  the 
State.  The  building  of  additions  to  the  Ferry  Building  in  San  Fran- 
cisco gives  us  hope  that  quarters  may  be  found  for  a  branch  at  that 
point.  But  under  the  present  state  of  the  Library  fund,  absolutely 
nothing  can  be  done  in  addition  to  the  work  now  being  carried  on  in 
Sacramento. 

COUNTY  LIBRARIES. 

The  law  providing  for  the  establishment  of  county  libraries  makes  a 
very  close  connection  between  these  institutions  and  the  State  Library. 
The  State  Librarian  is  ex  officio  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Library 
Examiners,  before  whom  persons  desiring  a  county  library  position 
must  qualify.  He  is  given  general  supervision  of  the  various  county 
libraries,  is  authorized  to  visit  them  and  to  call  an  annual  convention 
of  county  librarians  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  matters  pertinent  to 
their  profession.  Examinations  of  candidates  seeking  to  qualify  for 
county  librae  positions  have  been  held  at  various  times  and  places 
since  the  law  was  approved  on  February  25,  1911.  On  June  30,  1912, 
certificates  had  been  issued  as  follows :  first  grade,  29 ;  second  grade,  23 ; 
third  grade,  4.  (A  full  report  of  the  Board  of  Library  Examiners  is 
appended  to  this  report.) 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  counties  which  have  adopted  the  system, 
the  date  of  adoption,  income  and  number  of  branches  established: 
Alameda,  Imperial,  Madera,  Sacramento,  and  Yolo  counties  have  upon 
request  taken  over  some  of  the  public  school  libraries,  which  henceforth 
will  be  handled  as  a  part  of  the  county  library  systems. 


Date  established. 

Income  1911-12. 

Number  of 
branches 

Alameda   

Sept.  26,  1910 

$13,958  30 

18 

Del  Norte  --. 

Susnonded 

3 

Fresno   

Mar. 

12,  1910 

8,000  00 

20 

Imperial   

Feb. 

6,  1912 

No  income  1911-12 

3 

Kern    

July 

11,  1911 

11,474  95 

9 

Kings    

June 

4,  1912 

Not  yet  started 

0 

Madera   .   

.M;i  y 

3,  1911 

4,600  00 

11 

Merced     

June 

3,  1910 

12,800  00 

15 

120  00 

0 

Riverside  ...  _  

Nov. 

8,  1911 

1,500  00 

15 

Sacramento  

Oct. 

1,  1908 

9,700  00 

28 

San  Benito  -   

Jan. 

3,  1912 

480  00 

No  report 

San  Diego   

Apr. 

5,  1912 

Not  yet  started 

0 

San  Joaquin    - 

Mar. 

7,  1910 

6,000  00 

20 

Santa  Barbara  .     

Feb. 

16,  1910 

8,000  00 

21 

Stanislaus   --   

Aug. 

14,  1911 

5,000  00 

7 

Tulare   

June 

10,  1910 

8,666  00 

22 

Yolo   

July 

12,  1910 

5,000  00 

25 
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A    MEDICAL  LIBRARY. 

There  is  sufficient  demand  in  California  to  warrant  the  Library  in 
building  up  a  medical  section  which  would  compare  favorably  with  our 
law  collection.  As  progress  is  made  we  see  more  clearly  the  importance 
of  giving  to  the  State  the  best  and  most  recent  information  on  a  subject 
which  so  vitally  affects  happiness,  prosperity,  and  real  development 
as  does  that  of  health.  The  medical  profession  should  have  access  to  a 
library  of  first  importance.  The  State  Health  Department,  which  is 
placing  many  of  our  present-day  problems  so  clearly  before  the  people, 
has  daily  need  of  such  a  collection  of  books.  The  State  could  scarcely 
spend  to  a  better  advantage  the  money  necessary  to  bring  our  medical 
library  to  a  state  of  efficiency.  As  it  is,  our  shelves  hold  a  lot  of  books 
which  in  their  day  were  good,  but  at  the  present  time  are  worth  little, 
except  historically. 

UNION    CATALOG    FOR    CALIFORNIA   AT    THE    STATE  LIBRARY. 

.  Although  only  in  its  beginning,  the  start  that  has  been  made  toward 
a  Union  Catalog  for  California  is  most  interesting  and  inspiring.  There 
is  no  doubt  now  that  it  adds  to  the  service  of  California  libraries,  as 
already  it  is  used  constantly  in  locating  material  needed  by  some  inquir- 
ing librarian.  For  example,  some  book  is  requested  of  the  State  Library 
by  some  library  in  California.  The  State  Library's  copy  may  be  loaned 
or  the  book  may  not  be  in  the  State  Library.  By  consulting  the  Union 
Catalog,  it  is  found  to  be  in  some  other  library  in  California.  The 
request  is  forwarded  to  that  library  and  the  book  is  sent  from  there 
immediately  and  directly  to  the  library  that  first  made  the  request  of 
the  State  Library.  In  this  way  the  book  reaches  the  person  needing 
it  almost  as  quickly  as  if  it  had  been  available  at  the  State  Library. 

The  Union  Catalog  was  started  in  1909  by  the  libraries  of  California 
sending  in  lists  of  their  periodical  files.  These  were  copied  on  heavy 
paper  slips,  card  size,  and  filed.  To  these  are  being  added  an  author 
card  for  each  addition  to  each  county  free  library,  many  libraries 
simply  sending  in  a  Library  of  Congress  card  stamped  with  their 
library  stamp  and  the  date.  Special  lists  are  being  copied  by  the  State 
Library,  such  as  French  books  in  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library, 
books  in  the  Scottish  Rite  of  Free  Masonry  Library,  etc.  The  cards 
that  are  sent  to  the  printer  for  the  Recent  Accessions  to  the  State 
Library  as  printed  in  "News  Notes  of  California  Libraries,"  when 
returned  from  the  printer,  have  been  stamped  with  the  library  stamp 
and  date  and  filed  in  the  Union  Catalog  since  April,  1911. 

The  Harvard  University  Library  cards  are  being  received  and  filed  in 
the  Union  Catalog,  and  the  University  of  Chicago  Library  cards  will 
also  be  filed  there  when  received.   It  is  the  intention  to  also  become  a 
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depository  for  Library  of  Congress  cards  if  the  State  Library  fund  is 
increased  sufficiently  by  the  next  legislature  to  make  this  possible. 

When  large  collections,  such  as  that  of  the  University  of  Santa  Clara, 
are  cataloged  or  recataloged,  arrangements  are  to  be  made  to  have  an 
author  card  furnished  to  the  State  Library  for  each  book. 

The  Union  Catalog  is  located  in  the  State  Library  and,  of  course,  the 
information  it  can  give  is  furnished  promptly  to  any  inquirer. 

COMPILATIONS. 

The  very  widespread  interest  in  the  "Compilation  of  California  Laws 
of  Interest  to  Women  and  Children,"  issued  by  the  Library  in  April, 
1912,  makes  it  evident  that  there  is  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  people 
for  small  handbooks  which  will  give  the  law  on  various  subjects.  The 
fact  that  the  publishing  houses  do  not  issue  the  codes  at  a  lower  price 
than  $25.00  makes  the  importance  of  such  compilations  all  the  greater. 
The  people  should  be  able  to  get  the  law  without  expense.  From  time 
to  time  various  departments  of  the  State  Government  have  issued  books 
containing  laws  of  particular  interest  to  them;  and  while  such  books 
have,  without  doubt,  been  of  great  service,  the  whole  matter  of  such 
compilations  is  one  which  could  very  easily  be  more  systematized.  The 
expense  of  compiling,  editing,  and  distributing  could  doubtless  be 
reduced  if  the  work  were  done  under  most  favorable  circumstances. 

Among  the  compilations  most  frequently  asked  for  are  those  on 
irrigation,  reclamation  and  waters,  street  and  road  laws,  a  book  on 
corporations,  mining  law,  banking  law,  building  law,  etc.  There  like- 
wise remains  the  making  of  small  compilations  of  important  laws  for 
the  benefit  of  the  foreigners  who  will  begin  pouring  into  the  State  with 
the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  and  who  will  be  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  commonest  principles  of  our  law.  The  sooner  they  are  made 
familiar  with  the  law  that  every  American  citizen  should  know,  the 
more  important  will  their  coming  be. 

INDEX    FOR    1911    STATUTES    AND  JOURNALS. 

The  Library  compiled  the  index  for  the  statutes  of  the  regular  session 
of  1911.  The  work  was  done  by  a  member  of  the  Library  staff  and  has 
been  very  generally  commented  upon  with  favor.  The  journals  of  both 
houses  were  likewise  indexed  by  the  Library;  but  as  time  could  not  be 
found  to  do  the  work  with  the  regular  staff,  owing  to  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  employeas  which  was  made  soon  after  the  legislature 
adjourned,  it  was  necessary,  at  an  expense  of  $420.00,  to  hire  outside 
help  for  this  part  of  the  undertaking. 
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INVENTORY. 

An  inventory  of  the  books  of  the  Library  has  jnst  about  been  com- 
pleted.  And  though  it  is  not  possible  to  give  exact  figures  at  the  present 
time,  the  losses,  considering  the  moving  and  removing  made  necessary 
by  the  remodeling  of  the  Capitol  Building  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
Library  to  its  new  quarters,  are  surprisingly  small.  Many  of  the  books, 
which  at  first  seemed  lost,  have  been  found  out  of  their  regular  places. 
The  quarters  of  the  Library  are  so  arranged  that  proper  supervision  of 
the  books  is  extremely  difficult;  hence  it  is  easy  for  books  to  become 
misplaced. 

Since  the  last  biennial  report  a  new  inventory  system  of  the  Library 's 
furniture  and  other  goods,  exclusive  of  books,  has  been  devised;  and 
henceforth  this  part  of  the  inventory  may  be  taken  with  much  less 
trouble  than  was  previously  necessary. 

NEWS    NOTES    OF    CALIFORNIA  LIBRARIES. 

"News  Notes"  is  now  in  its  seventh  volume.  During  its  existence 
some  changes  have  been  made  in  its  editorial  policy  as  new  conditions 
or  demands  seem  to  warrant ;  but  at  all  times  we  have  tried  to  keep  it 
a  live,  accurate  medium  through  which  the  library  activity  of  the  State 
would  be  reflected.  That  this  aim  has  been  reached  there  is  no  doubt; 
we  have  the  heartiest  approval  of  the  library  workers,  not  only  of  Cali- 
fornia, but  at  large,  in  our  endeavor  to  serve  them  by  means  of  a 
quarterly  library  magazine.  We  hope  librarians  will  at  all  times  give 
us  the  advantage  of  thoughts  which  they  may  have  in  keeping  "News 
Notes"  up  to  the  highest  mark  of  usefulness. 

So  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  secure  second-class  rates  on  "News 
Notes,"  though  an  attempt  has  been  made  twice  to  convince  the  Post 
Office  Department  of  its  eligibility.  Under  our  present  straitened 
financial  circumstances,  the  burden  of  the  charge  of  five  cents  per  copy 
for  mailing  is  felt. 

The  reasons  given  by  the  Acting  Third  Assistant  Posmaster  General 
for  refusing  to  grant  the  Library  second-class  rates  on  this  periodical 
are  quoted  below.  While  he  is,  no  doubt,  acting  within  the  law  as 
interpreted  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  decision  appears  to  us 
to  be  founded  largely  upon  legal  quibbling.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
hundreds  of  publications  founded  purely  for  profit  are  given  advantage 
of  cheap  mailing  rates,  it  does  not  seem  to  us  unreasonable  to  ask  that 
the  postal  laws  be  amended  to  admit  a  journal  published  solely  in  the 
interest  of  library  efficiency  and  economy,  as  is  the  "News  Notes  of 
California  Libraries." 

In  reply  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  records  of  the  department  show  that 
"News  Notes  of  California  Libraries"  was  on  June  1,  1906,  denied  admission  as 
second-class  matter  at  the  above  mentioned  post  office  as  it  appeared  that  the 
publication  was  not  as  required  by  the  act  of  July  16,  1894,  published  by  a  "regu- 
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larly  incorporated  institution  of  learning,"  and  did  not  come  within  any  of  the 
other  classes  provided  for  by  that  act. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  from  your  communication  that  the  California  State 
Library  is  not  regularly  incorporated,  "as  understood  by  the  general  acceptance  of 
that  term";  also  that  while  you  claim  "News  Notes  of  California  Libraries"  is  a 
publication  of  a  "strictly  professional,  literary,  historical  or  scientific  organization." 
it  seems  that  said  "organization"  is  not  a  society  nor  one  such  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  statute.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that  the  publication  as  now  published  is  not 
published  is  not  admissible  as  second-class  matter  under  the  act  of  July  16,  1894. 

In  regard  to  the  "New  York  Libraries,"  a  publication  admitted  to  the  second 
class  of  mail  matter  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  University  of 
the  State  of  New  York  (the  publisher)  appears  to  be  a  "regularly  incorporated 
institution  of  learning"  as  required  by  the  act  of  July  16,  1894.  Therefore,  "New 
York  Libraries"  is  properly  entitled  to  transmission  in  the  mails  at  the  second-class 
rates  of  postage  thereunder. 

LIBRARY    QUARTERS   AND  BUILDING. 

What  was  said  of  the  inadequacy  of  our  quarters  two  years  ago  might 
well  be  repeated.  Continued  occupancy  of  them  only  shows  how  utterly 
linsuited  they  are  to  library  work.  As  the  Library  increases  in  size, 
makeshifts  of  various  sorts  must  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  house  the 
eollection.  The  Capitol  Building  at  best  was  only  semi-fireproof  and 
has  lost  even  that  character,  because  of  the  great  amount  of  wrood  in  it 
used  in  shelving  and  otherwise.  The  library  part  of  the  building, 
arranged  as  it  is  with  a  winding  stairway  from  basement  to  top  floor, 
would  doubtless  burn  quickly  and  fiercely.  The  State  Library  contains 
books  and  other  material  easily  worth  half  a  million  dollars.  It  is  a 
collection,  in  respect  to  its  Calif orniana,  which  could  not  be  duplicated. 
To  continue  to  keep  it  housed,  as  it  now  is,  is  running  a  risk  not  war- 
ranted by  business  judgment. 

The  principal  change  in  location  of  departments  is  that  noted  hereto- 
fore, the  transfer  of  the  documents  to  the  second  floor. 

During  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  1911,  a  Commission,  consist- 
ing of  the  Justices  of  the  District  Court  of  Appeal,  Third  District,  and 
the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
needs  of  a  more  adequate  building  for  the  courts  and  the  Library.  This 
Commission  has  done  some  work  on  the  problems  before  it,  and  will 
make  a  full  report  to  the  Governor  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
creating  it. 

LIBRARY  FUND. 

In  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  report  it  has  frequently  been  said  that 
the  present  fund  of  $3,500.00  per  month  is  insufficient.  The  Library 
can  not  go  ahead  on  such  support ;  not  only  that  it  can  not  even  stand 
still,  but  must  inevitably  slip  back.  The  fund  of  $60,000  per  year, 
which  we  received  during  the  years  1909-10  and  1910-11,  though  it 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  was  inadequate.  It 
did  not  permit  the  California  State  Library  to  do  the  work  done  by 
similar  institutions  throughout  the  country.   A  comparison  of  the  State 
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Library  with  other  libraries  of  America,  which  may  be  made  by  means 
of  the  accompanying  table,  will  clearly  show  relative  standing. 

In  the  first  place,  in  regard  to  book  purchases  we  are  almost  hope- 
lessly behind.  A  library  which  ceases  to  buy  books  might  better  close 
its  doors.  The  California  State  Library,  if  it  is  to  do  for  the  State 
what  it  should,  must  be  enabled  to  gather  for  its  users  the  best  books 
on  all  subjects.  And  there  is  about  such  an  ambition  nothing  senti- 
mental ;  it  is  a  business  proposition  simply.  The  books  will  be  made 
to  repay  to  the  people  all  the  expenses  incident  to  acquiring  them  and 
a  return  on  the  investment. 

We  now  have  a  good  collection  of  material  which  illustrates  the  past 
life  of  the  State.  This  collection  is  far  from  complete — could,  in  fact, 
never  be  made  complete ;  but  we  have  constant  opportunity  to  purchase 
at  prices  which  will  never  be  duplicated.  Insufficiency  of  funds  makes 
it  impossible  to  take  advantage  of  these  offers. 

Again,  the  staff  of  the  State  Library  is  not  large  enough  to  handle 
the  work  and  to  take  up  the  matters  which  should  be  developed.  When 
the  reduction  in  the  Library  fund  was  made  in  June,  1911,  from  $5,000 
per  month  to  $3,500,  about  one  third  of  the  staff  could  not  be  kept.  Of 
course,  conditions  have  not  improved  since  that  time;  and  to-day  the 
Library  has  a  force  which  is  barely  sufficient  to  keep  all  departments 
open  and  running. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  libraries,  their  annual  income  and  popula- 
tions served.  A  careful  comparison  of  these  with  our  own  Library  is 
requested. 


Employees. 

Population. 

Yearly 
maintenance 
fund. 

Boston  Public  Library  __   

*389 

670,585 

$383,665  00 

Brooklyn  Public  Library  _                     _  _._ 

327 

1,634,351 

477,247  23 

Buffalo  Public  Library.       __      _    _. 

*90 

423,715 

116,820  20 

California  State  Library  _  . 

29 

2,337,549 

49,200  00 

Cincinnati  Public  Library  ___  - 

197 

363,591 

160,000  00 

Cleveland  Public  Library   __  

372 

560,663 

397,972  67 

Minneapolis  Public  Library.  __    

150 

301,408 

172,000  00 

New  York  State  Library                           ._  _  __. 

*105 

9,113,279 

136,840  00 

Pittsburg  Public  Library___  .  

219 

533,905 

251,150  00 

St.  Louis  Public  Library    _ 

225 

687,029 

230,908  '30 

Wisconsin  Library  Commission,  Historical  So- 

ciety and  Law  Library  _    

72 

2,333,860 

100,480  00 

•Janitors  not  included. 
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Debits  for  the  sixty-second  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1910,  to  June  30,  1911. 


1910- 

-J  uly 

1 

•  Ml  1  J 

V 

Au  jr. 

1 

Sept. 

o 
0 

Oct. 

o 

8 

W  < » \  . 

0 

1  )cc. 

3 

1911- 

-Jan. 

7 

Feb. 

4 

M  ar. 

4 

Apr. 

8 

May 

6 

June 

10 

Balance  on  hand  

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash  _   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant  

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant   

Petty  cash  r  

Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Warrant     

Petty  cash   

Total   

Credits  for  the  sixty-second  fiscal  year 


Balance  in  bank  July  1,  1911 


$4  79 
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APPENDIX  B 

Debits  for  the  sixty-third  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1911,  to  June  30.  1912. 


1911—  July    1    Balance  on  hand  

July    3  Warrant   

|  Petty  cash  

Aug.    5  !  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Sept.   2  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Oct.     7  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Nov.    4  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Dec.     2  Warrant     

Petty  cash   

1912—  Jan.    6  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Feb.    3  Warrant   

Petty  cash    _ 

Mar.    2  Warrant     

Petty  cash   

Apr.    .6  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

May    2  j  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

June    5  Warrant   

Petty  cash   

Total      __. 

Credit  for  tne  sixty-third  liscal  year 

Balance  in  bank  July  1,  1912  


$4  79 
4.496  50 
6  41 
3,590  59 

11  04 
3,434  41 

10  72 
3,274  91 
9  19 
3,086  48 

10  85 
3.430  63 

21  90 
4,347  81 
5  10 
3,931  21 

15  17 
3,226  65 

13  08 
3,944  21 

68  16 
3,585  33 

20  91 
3,599  42 
8  90 


$44,154  37 
44.145  47 


$8  90 
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State  of  California,  j 
Sacramento  County  ) 

I,  J.  Li.  Gillis,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  depose  and  say :  That  I  am  the  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  California  State  Library ;  that  the  foregoing  statement 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  State  Library  for  the  sixty-second  and  sixty-third  fiscal 
years,  from  July  1,  1910,  to  June  30,  1912,  is  true  and  correct. 

J.  L.  GILLIS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1912. 
[seal.]  M.  J.  Ferguson, 

Notary  Public,  Sacramento  County,  California. 


APPENDIX  D 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library  June  30,  1912. 


Number 

Added 

from  July 

1,  1910,  to  June  30, 

1912. 

Grand 

at  last 

Total. 

report. 

Purchase. 

Exchange. 

Gift. 

Discard. 

Total. 

Main  Library,  includ- 

ing Law  and  Cali- 

fornia   

150,400 

7,135 

1,121 

1,624 

None 

t  9,880 

160,280 

Extension  Depart'nt: 

"Large  Loans  Col- 

lection"   

14,739 

None 

None 

49 

958 

49 

13,830 

Books  for  Blind  

1,330 

785 

None 

307 

None 

1,092 

2,422 

Totals,  Extension 

Department  ___  _ 

16,069 

785 

None 

356 

958 

1,131 

16,252 

Grand  totals  

166,469 

7,920 

1,121 

1,980 

958 

11,011 

176,532 

APPENDIX  E 

Board  of  Library  Examiners. 

The  Board  of  Library  Examiners,  provided  for  in  the  county  free 
library  law,  held  its  first  meeting  in  San  Francisco  on  March  9,  1911, 
the  principal  business  of  the  meeting  consisting  of  the  discussion  and 
adoption  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Board,  and  of  such  forms 
as  were  necessary  in  the  conduct  of  its  business.  As  no  other  State  has 
as  yet  put  into  effect  any  provision  for  certificating  librarians,  it  was 
necessary  to  proceed  without  the  assistance  of  comparison  with  systems 
elsewhere.  It  was  decided  to  issue  three  grades  of  certificates,  based 
upon  the  classification  of  the  counties  of  the  State.  A  first  grade 
certificate  to  be  valid  throughout  the  State,  a  second  grade  to  be  valid 
in  counties  of  the  twenty-first  to  fifty-seventh  classes,  and  a  third  grade 
to  be  valid  in  counties  of  the  forty-ninth  to  the  fifty-seventh  classes. 
All  three  grades  of  certificates  to  be  valid  for  five  years  from  the  date 
when  issued.  The  Board  is  anxious  to  secure  for  the  county  work  only 
those  who  are  thoroughly  adapted  for  the  peculiar  requirements  of 
such  positions,  and  with  this  end  in  mind  it  was  deemed  wise  in  issuing 
certificates  to  take  into  consideration  general  education,  library  experi- 
ence, knowledge  of  library  conditions  and  laws  in  California,  executive 
ability,  and  personality  in  addition  to  the  formal  examination. 
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It  was  decided  that  certificates  would  be  issued  only  to  those  who 
pass  the  examinations  and  to  those  actively  engaged  in  county  library 
work  at  the  time  the  law  became  effective. 

Under  these  rules  certificates  have  been  issued  to  fourteen  persons 
already  engaged  in  county  library  work.  Five  examinations  have  been 
held,  eighty-one  persons  have  taken  the  examinations,  and  forty-five 
have  passed.  This  number  includes  six  who  have  taken  the  examina- 
tion the  second  time.  The  Board  has  issued  sixty-two  certificates  in  all : 
twenty-nine  first  grade,  twenty-nine  second  grade,  and  four  third  grade. 
Of  the  first  grade  certificates  six  were  issued  to  persons  who  had  at  first 
received  second  grade  certificates  and  whose  certificates  were  raised 
from  second  grade  to  first  grade. 

The  certificates  were  issued  to  the  following : 


Bailey,  Anne  Bell  (3d  grade). 
Baird,  Jean  D.  (1st  grade). 
Barmby,  Mary  (1st  grade). 
Harnett,  Margaret  Adelle  (2d  grade). 
Bigley,  Winifred  H.  (2d  grade). 
Brown,  Charlotte  M.  (2d  grade). 
Brown,  Jennie  May  (2d  grade). 
Burrell,  Norma  (2d  grade). 
Chapin,  Artena  M.  (1st  grade). 
Clowdsley,  W.  F.  (1st  grade). 
Coffin,  Helen  L.  (1st  grade). 
Craig.  Agnes  S.  (2d  grade). 
Daniels,  Joseph  F.  (1st  grade). 
Dickinson,  Asa  Don  (2d  grade). 
Dills.  Clara  B.  (2d  grade). 
Dold,  Margaret  E.  (2d  grade). 
Fagge,  Ethelwyn  II.  (1st  grade). 
Ferguson,  Milton  J.  (1st  grade). 
Field,  Clara  C.  (2d  grade). 
Foote.  Frances  R.  (2d  grade). 
Gillis,  Mabel  R.  (1st  grade). 
Gleason,  Celia  (1st  grade). 
Greene,  Charles  S.   (1st  grade). 
Hadden,  Anne  (2d  grade). 
Haines,  Alice  J.  (1st  grade). 
Harris,  Mrs.  Emma  B.  (Barker). 

Mrs.  Daniel  Harris  (2d  grade). 
Herrman,  Bessie  (2d  grade). 
Herrman,  Jennie  (1st  grade). 


Hollabaugh,  Mrs.  Antoinette  M.  (Hum- 
phreys ) .  Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Hollabaugh 
(1st  grade). 

Huntington,  Stella  (1st  grade). 

Kennedy,  Helen  T.  (2d  grade). 

Kumli,  Bertha  (1st  grade). 

Lawrence,  Edith  C.  (2d  grade). 

Linn,  Mrs.  Frances  Burns  (1st  grade). 

Long,  Harriet  C.  (1st  grade). 

McCardle,  Sarah  E.  (1st  grade). 

McCluhan,  Elva  (2d  grade). 

Madison,  Anne  (2d  grade). 

Madison,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  (2d  grade). 

Mallory,  Gertrude  (2d  grade). 

Maxwell,  Agnes  (3d  grade). 

Munson,  Ida  G.  (2d  grade). 

Berry,  Everett  R.  (1st  grade). 

Provines,  Cornelia  D.  (2d  grade). 

Reagan,  Ida  M.  (1st  grade). 

Ripley.  Lauren  W.  (1st  grade). 

Smith,  Susan  T.  (1st  grade). 

Steffa,  Julia  (1st  grade). 

Steffens,  Laura  (1st  grade). 

Strother,  Nell  (2d  grade). 

Waterman,  Minerva  H.  (1st  grade). 

Waters,  Caroline  S.  (1st  grade). 

Watson,  William  R.  (1st  grade). 

West,  Mabel  G.  (3d  grade). 

Whitbeck,  Mrs.  Alice  G.  (1st  grade). 

Williams,  Anna  L.  (3d  grade). 


The  first  examination  was  held  at  Pasadena  May  22,  1911,  during 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association;  the  second  examina- 
tion at  Los  Angeles,  September  28-29,  1911,  and  San  Francisco,  October 
6-7,  1911 ;  the  third  at  San  Francisco,  October  28,  1911 ;  the  fourth  at 
Los  Angeles,  February  12-13,  1912,  and  Sacramento,  February  16-17, 
1912 ;  and  the  fifth  at  Tahoe  Tavern,  June  19,  1912,  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  California  Library  Association. 
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Under  the  law  the  Board  of  Library  Examiners  consists  of  the  state 
librarian,  who  is  ex  officio  chairman ;  the  librarian  of  the  public  library 
of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  librarian  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Public  Library.  William  R.  Watson,  being  librarian  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  served  on  the  Board  until  March  1, 
1912,  when  he  resigned  from  the  library.  Being  appointed  acting 
librarian,  Robert  Rea  then  became  a  member  of  the  Board.  As  librarian 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  Purd  B.  Wright  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  until  his  resignation  on  March  31,  1911.  Miss  Celia  Gleason, 
as  acting  librarian,  served  on  the  Board  until  the  appointment  of 
Everett  R.  Perry  as  librarian  on  September  8,  1911.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  Mr.  Watson  was  chosen  as  secretary.  When  he 
resigned,  Mr.  Perry  became  Secretary. 

The  Board  prepared  "California  county  free  library  law  and  circular 
of  information  for  applicants  for  certificates  of  qualification  to  hold  the 
office  of  county  librarian  in  California/'  which  was  printed  in  News 
Notes  of  California  Libraries  for  April,  1911,  and  later  issued  in  pam- 
phlet form. 

The  traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  Board  incurred  in 
attending  meetings  and  examinations  have  amounted  to  $131.10. 
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